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Protes t  r e c e i v e d  i n  GAO more t h a n  10 d a y s  
a f t e r  p r o t e s t e r  is n o t i f i e d  by  agency  o f  
u n a c c e p t z b i l i t y  of i t s  p r o p o s a l  and s p e c i f i c  
r e a s o n s  t h e r e f o r e  is u n t i m e l y ,  despi te  
s u b s e q u e n t  d e j r i e f i n g  by a g e n c y  s i n c e  
g r o u n d s  f o r  p r o t e s t  were known cpon r e c e i p t  
of n o t i c e  o f  r e j e c t i o n .  

Datacrown,  I n c .  ( D a t a c r o w n ) ,  p r o t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of 
i t s  p r o p o s a l  a s  t e c h n i c a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e  w i t h o u t  n c g o t i a -  
t i o n s  by t h e  H a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  (NPS)  u n d e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  
p r o p o s a l s  ( R F P )  N o .  WASO8l-15, f o r  t e l e p r o c e s s i n g  s e r v i c e s .  
NPS c o n t e n d s  t h a t  D a t a c r o w n ' s  p r o t e s t  is u n t i m e l y .  We 
a g r e e .  

O u r  B i d  Pratest  P r o c e d u r e s  r equ i r e  t h a t  a p r o t e s t  be 
f i l e d  w i t h  GAO w i t h i n  1 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  p r o t e s t  
is  known or  s h o u l d  have  been  known, whichever  is e a r l i e r .  
4 C.F.R.  S 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  

I n  i ts  repor t  t o  t h i s  O f f i c e ,  W S  s u b m i t t e d  a copy of 
i t s  l e t t e r  d a t e d  Augus t  5 ,  1982 ,  i n  w h i c h  Datacrown was 
n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  r e j e c t i o n  and  t h e  f i v e  s p e c i f i c  
b a s e s  t h e r e f o r e .  Assuming 1 week f o r  r e c e i p t  by Datacrown 
of t h e  l e t t e r ,  Datacrown knew of t h e  r e j e c t i o n  ar!d t h e  
r e a s o n s  by Augus t  1 2 ,  1 9 8 2 .  D z t a c r o w n ' s  protest to t h i s  
O f f i c e  was n o t  f i l e d  ( r e c e i v e d )  t i n t i l  September  8 ,  1982 ,  
more t h a n  1 0  workincj d a y s  a f t e r -  D a t a c r o w n  was aware of i t s  
b a s e s  f o r  p ro t e s t .  Whi le  Datacrown g e n e r a l l y  e x p r e s s e s  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  NFS on t i n e l i n e s s ,  i t  has n o t  d e n i e d  
r e c e i p t  c f  t h e  Augus t  5 ,  13132, l e t t e r  i n  a t i m e l y  f a s n i o n ,  
or o f f e r e d  e v i d e n c e  r e f u t i n g  N P S ' s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  
c h r o n o l o g y  o f  e v e n t s .  

, , .. .. . . - 

Datacrown a p p a r e n t l y  w a i t e d  g n t i l  a f t e r  i t s  d e b r i e f i n g  
w i t h  NPS o f f i c i a l s  en August  2 4 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  t o  f i l e  t h e  
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protest .  
r e a s o n a b l y  d e l a y  t h e  f i l i n g  of i t s  pro tes t  u n t i l  a 
d e b r i e f i n g  when t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  e a r l i e r  l e f t  
u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was any  b a s i s  f o r  p r o t e s t ,  w e  have  
found u n t i m e l y  p r o t e s t s  s u c h  as  t h i s  o n e ,  which  are n o t  
f i l e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g  when t h e  b a s e s  of p r o t e s t  
are e v i d e n t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g .  BDM C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
B-201291, J u n e  28 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 CPD 5 3 2 ,  and cases c i t e d  
t h e r e i n  

Al though  w e  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a protester m i g h t  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t .  
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